Echo Interviews Kim Engelen, at the Lucky Art
Festival
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1. If you were asked to introduce yourself to a stranger who
doesn't know you at all, what would you say if you could only
use five words?

(International) artist
bold

honest

sensitive

ok Wbd -

nice (to meet you)
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2. Are you doing photography now? If you would go back to
the early days when you first started to use photography,
what motivated you to use photography? And what made you
continue to use photography in your career until now?



Over the course of almost 20 years, | have specialized in social-
oriented performances, video and iPhone photography. My top-
ics of interest rotate around communication and self-develop-
ment. | work with inner thoughts, the body, and social (non)
interactions.

| remember one project when | was still at the art academy,
where | made a big photo collage consisting of hundreds of dif-
ferent anti-dog poop and forbidden for dogs- signs in the
Netherlands. So here | think | started to use the photo camera in
order to register.

Next to my ongoinh project // Sun-Penetrations // | have another
ongoing project called [Bridge-Performances]. These are perfor-
mances documented by photographs taken of me by randomly
chosen people who happened to be on the bridges. To me the
bridge stands as a metaphor symbolizing connection, process
and transition. Here | literally give my camera to another person.
What | like about this, is the ephemeral trust exchange on a
bridge somewhere on the world between two complete
strangers. Photography is a great medium to work with—it can
be mobile, direct, real and easy to work with.
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3. In your memory, are there some unforgettable things
about your works? Share with us.

There are many unforgettable things about my work. But the one
thing that is ongoing great, is that it enables me to connect with

people through my art.

For example, my artist in residence in Jiaxing (1-7 October



2018). | lived and worked for six days in the middle of the Mei-
huazhouScenic Spot in Jiaxing. The exhibition space was pre-

sented as an artist studio where people could walk in freely to

see me and the artworks in progress. By working with the more
than 1000-year-old Sanbu Liangpan-bridge, | could make con-
nections with people. | felt there was a mutual curiousity and

a respectful exchange—a sort of helping each other to under-

stand each other, via (my) art.
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4. As we know, there are too much shadows and lights in
your photos, can you share with us the reason? Why do you
like these two things very much?

The beautiful radiating lights full of life and energy are with their
presence illuminating the other side of life; floors, matter, ob-
jects in a state of halt, loss of progress and then death. This
contrast (or how you call it shadows and lights) | find very inter-
esting and pleasant to look at it. It visually gratifies my mind,

it fulfills me somehow.



The awareness of the sunbeams revealing that what is hidden (in
the dusk, the dawn, or on a forlorn day with the curtains closed)
is like a wakeup call, penetrating from the outside to the inside;
“"Get up! Live! Don't just lay there and slowly die and do nothing.”
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5. Were there any life attitudes or values that you wanted to
convey and express when you were invited to attend the
Luck Art Festival? What are your expectations for future fes-
tivals?

For future exhibitions, my wish is to make my works and the pre-
sentation of my works, better and better.

My intention is to create powerful manifestation of life. Possibly
envelop visitors in a temporary state where they can transcend
and see things in a more general or helpful perspective. We

all have different perspectives and that is okay.

Similar to the philosopher Socrates | want to believe that we



people have the ability to reflect and because of this are capable
to continuously learn. And thus, to re/create and re/position one

selves.

In general, if this is not too incredible, then | wish for everybody
fulfillment through personal development, autonomy (freedom
and a good and beautiful life), critical thinking and humanity.
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Urban Oasis Art Space
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Luck Art Festival, Urban Oasis Art Space, Hangzhou (China)



21-25 December 2018

BRZART, BBRNZAREE, M
2018F12H21HZE25H



